
Phonics 
Giles Brook School

Supporting Your Child at Home



Why have we changed to ELS?

Following an update from the DfE around phonics teaching we 
have moved to Essential Letters and Sounds. This is a phonics 
programme based on Letters and Sounds (2007) which we have 
been using in school. This new phonics programme will support 
your children in making quick progress to become fluent and 
confident readers.



Essential Letters and Sounds (ELS) teaches 
children to read by identifying the phonemes 
(smallest unit of sound) and graphemes (written 
version of the sound) within words and uses these 
to read words. Children experience the joy of books 
and language whilst rapidly acquiring the skills they 
need to become fluent independent readers and 
writers.







Review - previously taught graphemes and harder to read and 
spell words, oral blending 

Teach - new HRS word, new sound, words and pictures to match 
new sound, how to write new sound

Practise - reading words with new grapheme,

Apply - read full sentences with words that contain new grapheme, 
activity book

Review - today’s grapheme and previously taught graphemes, 
today’s HRS word and previously taught HRS words.



Review - graphemes taught that week and harder to read and 
spell words, oral blending 

Teach - reading and writing HRS words from the week, reading 
words with graphemes taught from the week including nonsense words, 
read sentences and write words to match pictures

Practise - write sentence using taught graphemes from the 
week.

Apply - read a text with taught graphemes from the week



Activity 
Books











Decodable 
Readers



 



https://vimeo.com/641445921/9382cf6db0
https://vimeo.com/642342878/59d233684c













